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Cover Photo Runner Ups
The Phoenix and the 
Renaissance of a Historic 
Community
New Bern
This century old building on Queen St, the his-
torical divide between predominantly white, downtown 
New Bern and the largely African American commu-
nities of Dryborough and Duffyfi eld (amongst others). 
This building stands as a reminder of this community’s 
proud past, its troubled present and its bright future. A 
thriving commu-
nity on the edge of 
New Bern through-
out much of the 
19th Century, a 
great fi re deci-
mated many of the 
homes and busi-
nesses through-
out Dryborough 
and the greater 
Duffyfi eld neigh-
borhoods in 1922, 
leaving thousands 
homeless. The mu-
ral seen on the side 
of this building, 
created by Domini-
can Republic art-
ists in a joint ven-
ture with Craven 
Community Col-
lege and the City 
of New Bern in 2012, depicts the Great Fire and the 
Phoenix rising from its ashes. Just as the Phoenix rose, 
so to did this community. The residents rebuilt and for 
several decades afterwards, the community housed a 
growing middle class of New Bern’s prominent African 
American teachers, tradesmen and businessmen. Slow-
ly afterwards, however, it began to fall into decline. The 
construction of New Bern’s two large housing projects 
in the 1940’s and 50’s sealed its fate. This section of the 
City currently has one of the highest concentrations of 
poverty in eastern North Carolina. Many of its wonder-
ful homes and businesses from both before and after 
the fi re have been torn down. While the history of most 
of New Bern’s downtown has actively been recognized 
and preserved, much of what this very important com-
munity once was is now forgotten.
Residents of Dryborough and Duffyfi eld now have 
reason to be excited again, however. With a renewed 
commitment from the City of New Bern, placing revi-
talization of this community as its top priority, and an 
excellent new plan for the area, things are starting to 
take shape. Funded through an EPA Brownfi elds Grant, 
The New Bern Gateway Renaissance Plan, makes evi-
dent the huge infl uence the greater Duffyfi eld and Dry-
borough neighborhoods have had on New Bern, for bet-
ter and worse. It recognizes the huge potential this area 
now holds. The plan seeks to rejuvenate the commu-
nity by redeveloping important sites, including the now 
substandard public housing developments; preserving 
historic aspects 
of the commu-
nity, including 
designation of 
Dryborough as a 
historic district 
and creation of 
an African Amer-
ican museum; 
revitalizing the 
once walkable, 
vibrant main 
streets through 
restoration of by-
gone amenities, 
streetscaping and 
business attrac-
tion and reten-
tion; educating 
and empowering 
residents with a 
new community 
e m p o w e r m e n t 
center; create ownership opportunities in the communi-
ty with new housing options; and provide for increased 
recreation and healthy activities by reconnecting resi-
dents with existing community resources like parks and 
the riverfront.  
The Gateway District represents a path towards 
better things for residents in these New Bern neighbor-
hoods. Drive, walk, or bike through the district and you 
can see several murals such as this. Small changes are 
happening everywhere, with bigger things already un-
derway. The Renaissance has begun, the Phoenix is ris-
ing again. 
Learn more at: http://www.newbernrenaissance.
com/
